
 
 
 

STINKING FISH STUDIO TOUR 
 
 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 

When most people hear the name of the group for the first time they usually laugh and ask us how we 
chose the name.  
 
In the 1840’s when explorer James Douglas asked the native people of this region what they called 
the area now known as Metchosin, they answered “S-met-sho-sun”, which literally means “stinking 
fish”. We have adopted this evocative and historic name for our annual juried tour and show. 
 
The Stinking Fish Studio Tour has been in existence for over 15 years, with many different artists 
from East Sooke and Metchosin. As well as the summer studio tour, the group has also shown their 
art in various galleries and in the fall come together to have a large show and sale. 
 
And no one ever forgets the name! 
 
 
 

ARE YOU A FISH AT HEART? 
 

The Stinking Fish Studio Tour welcomes new members who are creating quality fine art and fine 
crafts. To qualify, artists must live or have studio space within the Metchosin or East Sooke 
municipalities or be in the surrounding area geographically bound by Metchosin Road, Sooke Road 
and Gillespie Road.  
 
In addition, all applicants must submit samples of their work to a jury to assess the suitability of the 
work for the tour.  
 
For more information, please contact us at: 
 
artists@stinkingfishstudiotour.com 
 
or 
 
Elaine Morton 250-478-4358 
elainemortonart@shaw.ca 
  



 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
 
 

 Are there only professional artists on the tour and in the shows? 
o All serious artists and artisans are invited to apply regardless of whether you have a 

professional practice. It is expected that you will strive to present your work in a 
professional manner and that your work will be for sale to the public. 

 Is the studio tour the only event for the year? 
o The studio tour is the main summer event, but we also put on a collective fall show and 

sale in one large venue. In addition, many of the artists participate together in other 
small group shows throughout the year. 

 How much work do I need to have for sale? 
o It is necessary to have an adequate body of completed work for sale. The exact number 

of pieces will vary depending on the complexity and type of fine art or craft you create. 
You might have more pieces if the work is small, and fewer if the work is larger. We are 
happy to answer specific questions from artists regarding this topic. 

 Can I join the tour if my studio or workspace is not suitable or ready for the public? 
o For the summer studio tour, visitors love to see where “the art happens” and it doesn’t 

need to be perfect! We are happy to view the studio space with you to determine if it is 
suitable. In cases where it is not, you may be able to share a studio with another artist.  

 Do I have to attend meetings? 
o Yes, the planning meetings are important and there are only 6 - 7 a year.  Several of the 

meetings include a social event and it is a great time to get to know the other artists on 
the tour. The meetings take place on the first Tuesday night of the month at the 
Metchosin Arts and Cultural Centre (MACCA). 

 Who does the work in the group? 
o We all pitch in to make the tour and shows successful by helping out where we can. All 

members help distribute rack cards and brochures as well as help on a committee. 
  

 If I am accepted, yet after my first event decide not to continue, is there a contract or penalty? 
o There are no penalties for not continuing with the group. Once the jury has accepted 

you as a guest member, you are able to try it for the listed fee and see how you like it. If 
it is not for you, then you are free to leave at any time. 

 How do I price my work? 
o This is a challenge for any artist and depends on many factors such as the size, 

medium and time spent creating the work. In addition, there is no commission so this 
can be reflected in the price. it helps to look around in galleries and craft stores to see 
how other people are pricing similar items.  

 What kind of support is there for new artists? 
o New artists can take advantage of our mentors, artists who have been with the group for 

awhile and are available to give helpful suggestions and even come view your studio. 
You may also want help with promotion and our members will be happy to assist.  



 

     INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES  

      

                                                      TOUR DATES  -  JULY 27 - JULY 31, 2017 

     FALL SHOW    -  NOVEMBER 18 & 19, 2017 

    
The Studio Tour is open to juried artists of Metchosin and East Sooke areas. 

 
APPLICATION PROCEDURES & GUIDELINES 
 

Submit your application and photos to: Elaine Morton, 135 Cliff Drive, Victoria BC. (Metchosin)   
Phone: 250-478-4358,   email: elainemortonart@shaw.ca 
Deadlines are:   MARCH 15th for the summer tour and by SEPTEMBER 15th for the fall show.  
  
JURY PROCESS:  
 

Jurors are members from previous years who are dedicated to maintaining a high caliber of fine art 
and fine craft, and to promoting art in our communities. Space in the tour is limited, and additions are 
made at the jurors discretion. Jurors create an interesting and diverse tour by choosing artists in a 
variety of mediums. 
 
We will let you know by telephone or email whether you are accepted as soon as the jury has met. 
We will then need a 25 word or less description about your work, and one or two print quality images 
(digital @ 300 dpi) to be used in the colour brochure and/or for other advertising. Guests can continue 
for two events, after which they can decide whether or not they wish to become full members. 

The cost for participating is $150 for the summer tour. (Two artists showing under the same business 
name (one photo) is $225 total)   
 
Fees should be paid by cheque (made out to Stinking Fish Studio Tour). This will include you in a 
professional brochure, advertising and allow you use of Studio Tour signs.  
Full members pay an additional $25 yearly to cover the costs of the group website. 
 
POLICIES AND CONDITIONS for participation in the Tour 
 

 Several organizational meetings and a recap meeting happen during the year. Attendance is 
required. At recap meetings artists share the feedback from the public or other members to 
assist each other in fulfilling the necessary obligations to keep the tour vibrant. 

 The majority of your work must be for sale, though some work “for display only” is allowed. 

 You are responsible for handling the sales of your work.  

 You (the artist) and your studio will be responsible for carrying adequate insurance.  The 
Stinking Fish Organization does not take responsibility for damage, loss, fire, theft or accident.  

 Participation on committees is part of being a Stinking Fish member. These include 
Distribution, Sponsorship, Advertising, etc. and are discussed at meetings.   

 We all help to promote each other! 
 
For additional information about the Stinking Fish Studio Tour contact:  
 
Elaine Morton 250-478-4358 or elainemortonart@shaw.ca 
  



       

 
APPLICATION FORM 
            
 
 
Please review the “Information and Guidelines” for participation in the tour 
before filling in and submitting your application.  

 
(Please write legibly, using one form per artist/medium, unless two artists work on the same ‘product’) 
 
Name of Artist: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Medium_________________________________________________________________________  
 
Name of Studio / Business: _________________________________________________________  
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone: ____________________________________  
 
E-Mail: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Best time to contact you ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
SUBMISSION CHECKLIST: 
 

 Enclosed 3 - 4 pieces of original artwork 
 

 4 - 6 images of artwork (photos, digital, slides or your website) 
 

 2 images of studio or gallery space (The jurors may ask to see your studio to make sure that it 
is adequate, accessible, safe and in keeping with the rest of the tour.) 
  

 Resumé and artist’s statement  
 
As the Artist, I have read, understand and accept the POLICIES AND CONDITIONS of this tour.  
 
Date ___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Signature of Artist _________________________________________________________________  
 
Printed Name ____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 


