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Annual General Meeting 

Tuesday, October 5, 2021 at 7 pm, Zoom 

 
 

1. Call to Order at 7:05 pm. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda: Agenda was approved as circulated. Moved by Chris Bhopalsingh, seconded 

by Steffen Preusser, carried. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes of WSAC AGM 2020: Minutes were approved as circulated. Moved by 

Stephen Green, seconded by Shoni Robertson, carried. 

 

4. Review of the WSAC year 2020-2021: Chris Bhopalsingh provided an oral overview of highlights of 

the year’s events, activities, challenges with the Covid context, and the purposes and mission of the 

WSAC. Her notes are attached to these Minutes. 

 

5. Financial statements: Steffen Preusser provided members with a summary of the Financial 

Statements for the 2020-2021 year using a slide show presentation (attached to these Minutes). The 

financial statements were circulated to all members prior to the meeting and are attached to these 

Minutes. Total revenue received was $207, 502, but expenditures on projects was relatively low given 

the limitations on putting on events. Planning for each of these, even though they were much smaller 

than usual, was time-consuming to ensure adaptation of all activities to meet all Covid-related regulatory 

requirements.  

 

6. Changes to West Shore Arts Council Bylaws: Tara Fenwick proposed a change to WSAC bylaw 

Item 5.02 (1): There must be no fewer than five directors, including the Executive. Change FIVE to FOUR. 
Reason: In today’s context of Covid and less volunteer engagement, it is difficult to ensure the presence of 5 

Directors year on year. The commitment should be to ensure FOUR Directors to cover all the Executive positions. 
 

Bylaw change moved by Tara Fenwick, seconded by Chris, carried. 

 

7. WSAC Board of Directors nominations:  

One new Board member was nominated to a Director position: Laura-Beth Keane. Three calls were 

given for any further nominations, and none were received. Laura-Beth’s nomination was moved by 

Chris, seconded by Tara, and carried. 

One existing Board member was nominated to be reappointed in her term for an additional 2-year term: 

Shoni Robertson. Three calls were given for any further nominations, and none were received. Shoni’s 

nomination was moved by Chris, seconded by Stephen, and carried. 
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8. Any further business: David Stocks from the Juan de Fuca Performing Arts Society overviewed the 

vision for a multi-faceted comprehensive performing arts centre for the West Shore that would be 

affordable, accessible, available primarily for arts performances, appropriate (eg purpose built, 

economical, not bigger than probable audience sizes, eg about 400-seats, etc), sustainable, and that fits 

the existing system of arts centres/spaces in Greater Victoria. Working name might be Emily Carr 

Centre for the Arts. One thought is to build the auditorium as an addition to Colwood Place. Costs could 

reach to $50 mil, so fund-raising is a priority. No funding has yet been received (eg from BC arts 

infrastructure funding) however there is support from local MLA Mitzi Dean. David fielded a number of 

questions from the WSAC. Concerns continue to be raised about financially sustaining a performing arts 

centre when trying to cater to the needs and audiences of local community artists. 

 

9. Adjournment at 8:05 pm. 
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Westshore Arts Council 
Annual Report 2020-2021  

October 5, 2021 

Message from the President  

 
Welcome,   
 
I would like to begin by acknowledging the Indigenous Peoples of the lands that we are on today. 
While we meet today on a virtual platform. I would like to take a moment to acknowledge the 
importance of the lands, which we each call home. We do this to reaffirm our commitment and 
responsibility in improving relationships between nations and to improving our own 
understanding of local Indigenous Peoples and their cultures.   
 
Please join me in a moment of reflection to acknowledge the harms and mistakes of the past and to 
consider how we are and can each, in our own way, try to move forward in a spirit of 
reconciliation and collaboration. 
 
 

Overview 

 
The arts brings communities together; reflects our lives and our society back to us, and offers a 
place where beauty, expression, passion and engagement take pride of place.  The Westshore Arts 
Council supports the creative potential of our artists and enhances the well-being of residents 
through the transformative power of the arts.  
 
As always, I would like to thank the tremendous WSAC Board – a group of passionate, dedicated 
and deeply knowledgeable individuals with whom I have the pleasure of sharing this journey. I 
also thank them for their patience, as I recover from the effects of Covid-19, which almost took my 
life in May. I’d also like to thank the past Presidents whom lent long hours of effort to bring about 
success in community art. 
 
For the West Shore Arts Council, as for most arts organizations in BC and elsewhere, in 2020-21 we 
continued select activities under the ongoing pandemic environment. We are proud of the events that 
we’ve produced for the community, which I’ll summarize shortly. We continue to follow closely our 
revised mission “to actively integrate diverse communities, art forms and artists – participating 
together to explore and expand what is possible through community-based art”. 
 
We continue our Operations virtually and received funding earlier this year, to create an Artist Studio 
at Mary Lake Sanctuary, in the Highlands   Discussions and planning for the performing arts centre, in 
Colwood continue and various community efforts continue in the Westshore municipalities. 
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Covid-19 Response 

 
Safety and health of all our members and volunteers is a primary concern. Since March 13 2020, our 
Board has been meeting monthly via Zoom, and Board members mainly work at home in preparing 
reports, maintaining communications, conducting research and other activities associated with WSAC.   
 
While the 2020 Light up the Hills festival was cancelled, we had an outdoor performance with ‘The 
Rising’ in a controlled environment @ the dedicated Sarah Beckett memorial park.  And while indoor 
concerts are not possible at present, we continue to support small groups of local musicians who wish 
to perform outdoors at West Shore senior care facilities. Performing safely so the residents can listen 
from the safety of their rooms. 
 
While we are doing things differently more so than before, we are continuing to work creatively and 
actively with our many partners to fulfill our vision: “Connection, exploration, collaboration and 
emergence in community-based art”. 
 

Summary of Activities 

1. Activities: 

a. Halloween Circus Show with the Rising in Langford (Sarah Beckett Memorial park). 

WSAC controlled the size of audience in accordance to medical officer guidelines.   

b. Scholarships for Highschool Graduates, Entering University Arts Degrees  .   

c. Concerts for Seniors in Retirement Homes. Various performers held performances 

in the Atriums so residents could participate from the safety of their respective 

rooms.  

d. Virtual Gallery, encouraging participation from local schools to bring the community 

of students together 

e. Continued participation with the Greater Victoria Greenbelt Society, in further 

reconciliation efforts to create a partnership with the Tsartlip First Nations at the 

Mary Lake Sanctuary on Millstream Rd.  An Artist studio is to be built in 2022 & will 

provide a space to bring artistic forces together.   

f. Other activities involve, grant applications for Sing Your Joy to create a young adult 

choir on the Westshore and we continue to search for Indigenous partners to put on 

a graphic novel workshop for youth (When the Raven speaks) 

g. As part of our communications strategy, programming announcements continue via 

our membership newsletters, Facebook and on our web page. 
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